
Organ donation is the ultimate legacy – the gift of life. Organ 
donation saves lives, and a single organ donor can save the 
lives of up to eight people and enhance the lives of others 
through eye donation.

After the approval process for medical assistance in dying, it 
may be possible to also choose organ donation. For organ 
donation to take place, the medical assistance in dying 
procedure must take place in hospital.

If organ donation is something you choose to pursue, 
BC Transplant will work with you, your care team, family 
physician, medical assistance in dying provider, and the 
health authority throughout the process. 

First, we will determine if you are able to donate organs 
for transplantation, based on your medical history and 
condition. A coordinator from BC Transplant will meet with 
you to review the formal consent, as well as discuss any 
specific testing required. Testing will be coordinated to 
minimize hospital visits and inconvenience to you and your 
care team. 

You may withdraw consent for organ donation at any time. 
Withdrawing consent for donation will not affect consent 
for or access to medical assistance in dying.

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE 
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BY ORGAN DONATION
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Once you are approved for organ donation 
after medical assistance in dying, BC 
Transplant will work collaboratively with 
the critical care team to assist you and your 
care team with the process of donation.

Organ donation following medical 
assistance in dying will take place through 
the pathway of Donation after Cardio-
circulatory Death (DCD). At a prearranged 
time and date, your medical assistance in 
dying provider will meet you and your care 
team at the hospital. Every effort will be 
made to ensure the setting aligns with your 
end of life wishes. BC Transplant works 
with the hospital to accommodate as 
much as possible your requests for rituals, 
ceremonies and family celebrations at the 
time of death.

Following the medical assistance in 
dying procedure and determination 
of death, your family will be brought 
to a comfortable area and you will be 
immediately moved to the operating 
room. BC Transplant will have a surgical 
team in place to recover the organs to be 
transplanted. 

Following the surgical procedure, your 
body may be released directly to the 
funeral home according to your wishes. 

THE ORGAN 
DONATION 
PROCESS

Every effort will be made 
to ensure the setting 
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FAMILY/
GRIEVING 
SUPPORT
BC Transplant is available to help guide 
and support your family and caregivers 
to available grief support services. For 
more information, you can also visit 
www.bridgec14.org. 


