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	Living Organ Donor Expense Reimbursement Program

Program Overview and Guidelines
Updated July 17,  2006


As live organ donation is a voluntary act of giving, The Kidney Foundation of Canada (KFOC) and the BC Transplant Society support the principle that living organ donors should not personally bear any financial costs associated with the donation.  In support of this principle, the KFOC is implementing a Living Organ Donor Expense Reimbursement Program (LODERP).  This program may provide some financial assistance to living kidney and liver donors where no other source of funding is available.  All other sources of funding must be considered and utilized before reimbursement will be provided by the LODERP. 
Program Objective: To remove financial disincentives and to provide reimbursement of reasonable out-of-pocket expenses and lost income for individuals who are living organ donors.
Program Start Date:  July 2006.  Only approved expenses incurred after this date will be considered for funding.  Retroactive expenses will not be funded.
Eligibility:  This program will be available to living organ donors who donate an organ to a BC resident who is covered by the BC Medical Services Plan.  For each transplant recipient, potential donors who have been pre-screened to the final assessment stage will be considered for funding support.  Living donor pre-screening and early assessment will usually be done close to the donor’s home community.  Only travel costs at the final assessment stage will be considered for reimbursement.  Accommodation, meals, loss of income, etc. will not be covered during the assessment stage. 
In most cases, the transplant surgery will be completed in BC.  In situations where the transplant recipient must travel to another province for transplant surgery, program funding will be considered on a case by case basis.  Out of country transplantation will not be supported.  Living organ donors who travel from BC to provide an organ to a resident from outside of BC will not be covered by this program.  
Funding Support:  All funding applications must be completed with and submitted by the transplant centre social worker.  Following funding approval, some funds may be provided in advance of the transplant surgery to assist with costs associated with the final assessment process. 
The following funding support may be provided:
Travel:  Up to a maximum of $1500.00 per donor will be provided for air and ground transportation, including mileage reimbursement.  Some exceptions will be considered for living organ donors traveling from outside of Canada.  Air travel arrangements will be made with the program travel agent when possible.  Funding will be provided for economy level travel only.  Hope Air must also be approached when feasible.  Receipts and/or travel logs must be provided for reimbursement.  Mileage will be paid at the current KFOC reimbursement rate to a maximum of 1500 kms.  
Parking:  Up to a maximum of $12.00 per day for a maximum of 10 days.  Receipts will be required.
Accommodation:  Following hospital discharge after surgery, a maximum of $125.00 per night (including taxes) for seven nights will be provided.  When possible, living organ donors will stay in program designated hotels or facilities.  For living organ donors who stay with family or friends, the daily meal allowance will be provided in lieu of accommodation and meal subsidy.

Meals:  A maximum of $25.00 per day for up to seven days following hospital discharge. No other meal support will be provided.  Receipts are not required.
Other:  In exceptional circumstances, additional out-of-pocket expenses may be considered, ie. child care costs for non-working parents.
Loss of Income Subsidy:  All other sources of funding must be considered before the LODERP will provide funds for loss of income.  This includes sick time, vacation time, paid leave of absence or short term disability (STD) benefits through the employer; Employment Insurance (EI); government assistance or other forms of financial support.  Individuals receiving payments through pensions, long term disability, government assistance programs or those who are unemployed will not receive the loss of income subsidy.  Loss of income subsidy will be considered for EI or STD benefit waiting periods.  

Living donors will be required to provide proof of income and benefits to be received through their employer by completing and submitting the Income and Benefit Confirmation Form before the application is approved.  For individuals who are self employed, proof of income must be provided (income tax statements).  

When no other source of funding is available, the maximum weekly loss of income subsidy will be $350.00 or 50% of weekly earnings (whichever is less) and may be considered taxable income. If required, appropriate Canada Revenue Agency documentation will be provided at the end of the year.  The loss of income subsidy will be provided for a maximum of 8 weeks or until the donor is eligible to return to work (whichever comes first).  The living donor and their employer must advise KFOC when the living donor returns to work.
Loss of Income subsidy will not be available for living organ donors coming from outside of Canada or to those who cannot provide Income Verification.
Maximum Funding:  The maximum funding for each completed living donor transplant will not exceed $5500.00 including the assessment and post donation period.  This includes reimbursement to all parties involved, including potential donors who are disqualified for any reason.  
Application Process:   The transplant centre social worker will be the liaison between the donor and the LODERP program staff.  Appropriate documentation and procedures will be implemented to verify that donors meet all the requirements for receiving funding.  Expenses to be reimbursed and loss of income subsidies must be approved in advance.  Only pre-approved expenses will be paid.
Payment Process:  When possible, payments will be made directly to the provider (ie, travel and hotel expenses).  Mileage reimbursement, parking, meal and loss of income subsidy will be paid directly to the living organ donor via cheque.  Receipts will be required for all expenses except for the meal allowance. Cheques may take 14 – 21 days for processing.  Reimbursement will be provided at two stages – following final donor assessment and following transplantation.  Receipts and claims for reimbursement must be submitted within six months of the transplant surgery.
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