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BC Motorists Drive-Up Registration Numbers
VANCOUVER — The BC Transplant Society (BCTS) is celebrating the success of a partnership with ICBC that has significantly increased the number of British Columbians registered as organ donors. 
Starting in July of last year, organ donor registration forms have been included in new driver’s licenses, and as a result more than 62,000 drivers have returned a registration form. “This program really makes sense, because many people still associate registering as an organ donor with their driver’s license,” says Bill Barrable, Provincial Executive Director of the BC Transplant Society.
Thanks to the tens of thousands of British Columbians who have registered their decision on BC’s Organ Donor Registry, the BC Transplant Society has already surpassed its annual goal to register 35,000 new registrants on the Registry. To date, more than 39,000 people have registered in 2006.
“It’s been a very successful year,” says Barrable. “It is very encouraging to see the numbers of British Columbians that have registered their decision. There is nothing better than saving someone’s life by passing on your organs.”
While more than 577,000 British Columbians have registered on the Organ Donor Registry, the Society’s overall goal is to ensure that every British Columbian is registered. 
BC’s Organ Donor Registry was introduced in 1997and is the only one of its kind in Canada. It replaced all previous methods of indicating one’s intent to become an organ donor, including the decal that was once placed on a driver’s license or CareCard. The Registry gives British Columbians four different choices, including the option not to be a donor. It is important to register regardless of one’s decision. 

What are you waiting for? Register your decision today about organ donation and ensure that your decision is recorded. To register, or for more information, visit www.transplant.bc.ca or call 1.800.663.6189. 

Organ Donor Registry Facts

Number of British Columbians registered
577,407

Percentage of females registered

59%

Percentage of males registered


41%

Percentage of population registered (select communities)
British Columbia



14%

Abbotsford




12%

Courtenay




37%

Cranbrook




24%

Dawson Creek




19%

Quesnel




37%

Surrey





11%

Vancouver (city)



12%
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With its 20th anniversary, the BC Transplant Society is celebrating 20 years of innovation. Over the past two decades, more than 3,500 British Columbians have received a life-saving organ transplant. The BC Transplant Society is an agency of the Provincial Health Services Authority.
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