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     For Immediate Release

Transplant Recipients Get on Board to say Thanks to Hospital Staff
VANCOUVER – This year the BC Transplant Society’s (BCTS) ‘Operation Popcorn’, has been ‘kicked up a notch’ with the introduction of the ‘Popcorn Express’. Thanks to the generosity of Ocean Coach Lines, transplant recipients will be delivering popcorn to Lower Mainland hospitals in comfort and style!

Operation Popcorn began more than 15 years ago, and has attracted increasing numbers of transplant volunteers who are anxious to extend their thanks to hospital staff and the memory of the donor who gave them the gift of life. Throughout BC, teams of organ transplant recipients gather to deliver big, decorative tins of popcorn to hospitals and other facilities, to show their gratitude to the many doctors, nurses and lab specialists who perform a difficult, but crucial role in the organ donation process. Without the support of BC’s hospitals, organ donation and transplantation would not be possible. 

This year, on December 12th, fifteen or more transplant recipients will board the ‘Popcorn Express’ for a special delivery of popcorn to a number of Lower Mainland hospitals. “The value of delivering the popcorn this way is two-fold”, states Lisa Despins, Communications Coordinator at the BCTS. “Not only are the hospital staff meeting more recipients and seeing firsthand the benefits of the important work they do, but the transplant recipients themselves have the opportunity to get together and have fun while participating in a very worthwhile program”. 

Kathleen Olekshy, ICU nurse at Royal Columbian, feels she speaks for the unit when she says "When those tins of popcorn come through the doors in the arms of transplant recipients, that’s when the work we do with donors and their families comes to a new level of realization. Thank you for ‘Operation Popcorn’ and for the opportunity to reflect on the challenging but rewarding work we do."

Currently more than 400 British Columbians are awaiting a life-saving or life-enhancing organ transplant. While surveys suggest that 85% of British Columbians support organ donation and intend to register their decision, only 14% have done so. It is important that all British Columbians register their decision on BC’s Organ Donor Registry, regardless of their decision. You can do so by logging on to www.transplant.bc.ca or by calling the BCTS at 1-800-663-6189.

The ‘Popcorn Express’ will be parked outside City Square Mall, 555 West 12th Avenue, by Safeway (Ash St entrance) from 9:30 – 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, December 12th.  
If you are interested in covering the inaugural launch of the Express and meeting transplant recipients, please contact Lisa Despins at 604.877.2240. 
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20 years of Innovation marks the BC Transplant Society’s 20th anniversary. Over the past two decades, more than 4000 British Columbians have received a life-saving organ transplant. The BC Transplant Society is an agency of the Provincial Health Services Authority.
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