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Financial support for living donors shortens wait for transplants

BC launches North America’s first program to reimburse living donors
VANCOUVER - Patients waiting for organ transplants have new hope of a shorter wait, because of a new initiative to support living organ donors, announced today by The Kidney Foundation of Canada, BC Branch and the BC Transplant Society.

The joint program will reduce barriers to donation by reimbursing living donors for expenses related to recovery time, travel and accommodation. Half of the $300,000 annual funding for the three-year pilot program is from the Provincial Health Services Authority, the health authority responsible for the BC Transplant Society, “Organ donation is a wonderful gift that provides patients with a second chance at life,” said Lynda Cranston, PHSA’s President and CEO. “Reducing the financial burden involved with living donation offers hope of shorter waits and better outcomes for patients.”

The program makes BC the first jurisdiction in North America to reimburse living donors for their expenses related to donation. People choosing to donate a kidney, or portion of their liver, can incur travel and accommodation expenses, and loss of income for up to eight weeks. Living donors, who provide an organ to a BC resident, may be reimbursed for reasonable expenses to a maximum of $5500. 
“Living donors do more than enough in giving life back to someone and shouldn’t be penalized for doing so,” says Ken Merkley, a kidney transplant recipient and Vice President of The Kidney Foundation, BC Branch. “Reimbursing them for the expenses they incur is the least we should do.” 

Patients who receive organs from living donors experience shorter waits and better outcomes than through donation from deceased donors. Encouraging more donors to step forward to help people on wait lists also reduces costs to the overall health care system, because kidney patients no longer need dialysis treatment. Since a kidney transplant reduces health care costs by $150,000 in just five years, the health care system will recoup PHSA’s funding after a single kidney donation.

Private contributors to the program, which will be managed by The Kidney Foundation of Canada, BC Branch include: Hoffmann-La Roche, Astellas Pharma Canada, Genzyme Canada and Wyeth Pharmaceuticals.

Finding innovative ways to encourage more living donations is increasingly important as today’s safer society decreases transplants from deceased donors. Hospitals now perform twice as many kidney transplants from living donors as from deceased donors. In 2004, BC became the first in Canada to perform “anonymous” living donation where a healthy person can donate a kidney to a stranger. Last month, BC Transplant Society announced a new “paired kidney exchange” program that allows two sets of incompatible couples to "swap donors" so that both patients can receive a transplant. 
This year also marks the 20th anniversary of the creation of the BC Transplant Society as North America’s first integrated, province-wide transplant system.

For more information on registering your decision about organ donation, please visit the BC Transplant Society website: www.transplant.bc.ca
To help improve the lives of people with kidney disease, visit The Kidney Foundation BC Branch’s website at: www.kidney.bc.ca
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