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     For Immediate Release

BC Transplant performs record number 
of transplants in 2006 

VANCOUVER – The news could not have been better for the many patients awaiting a transplant last year, as the BC Transplant Society (BCTS), an agency of the Provincial Health Services Authority, performed 233 solid organ transplants in 2006, more than any other previous year. 

A significant increase in the number of living kidney transplants, from 74 in 2005 to a record 101 in 2006, helped boost the overall numbers for the year. Contributing to the success of the living donation program last year were the introduction of two new initiatives; the Paired Kidney Exchange Program and BC’s Living Donor Expense Reimbursement Program, a first of its kind in North America(both helping to improve access to living kidney transplants.  

“Lives have been saved thanks to the generosity of donors and their families, as well as the dedication of the B.C. Transplant Society,” says George Abbott, Minister of Health. “I am pleased to see these two new programs making such a difference and providing options for patients.”  

Living donation was not the only program showing a significant increase. The number of transplants from deceased donors also jumped from 114 in 2005, to 144 in 2006.

“This is great news for our patients; many of whom languish while waiting for an organ transplant,” says Dr. Robert Levy, BC Transplant’s Head of Medicine. “Not only is it important to recognize the donors, but also the critical care staff in BC, who perform such a difficult but crucial role in the organ donation process. Without their support and dedication, organ donation and transplantation would not be possible.” 

For Amanda Molsen, a 27-year-old liver transplant recipient from North Vancouver, the benefits of transplantation could not be clearer. “The only reason I am here today is because of the generosity of an organ donor.” 

Despite the increase in organ transplants, hundreds of British Columbians are still waiting for a live-saving transplant. What are you waiting for? Register your decision about organ donation on BC’s Organ Donor Registry. Based on public opinion surveys, 85% of British Columbians said they support organ donation and intend to register their decision, yet just over 13% have done so. To register visit www.transplant.bc.ca or telephone 1.800.663.6189. 
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Over the past four decades, more than 4,000 British Columbians 
have received a life-saving organ transplant.
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