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For Immediate Release 
October 31, 2007
MIRACLE ON 12th AVENUE
VANCOUVER – Vancouver Coastal Health recorded a provincial “first” by performing a record number of life-saving organ transplants in a 24-hour period spanning October 23-24, 2007. During this time, 10 major transplants were carried out by Vancouver General Hospital (VGH) surgical teams.
“This extraordinary day for Vancouver Coastal Health (VCH) and for British Columbia was achieved through teamwork. It involved all members of our operating teams, as well as colleagues at Providence Health Care and the BC Transplant Society,” said Dr. John Yee, Surgical Director of the BC Lung Transplant Program, VGH/UBC. “This is a tribute to their world-class expertise and commitment to patient care.”

Vancouver General Hospital typically performs 9-12 transplants per month – not 9 in one day. Accommodating the extra procedures required additional staffing and rearranging operating room space, but despite this, all urgent and emergent scheduled surgeries went ahead as well. So far this year, 69 transplants have been completed at VGH.
The procedures performed last week include: 5 renal transplants, 3 liver transplants, and 2 double lung transplants.
Eva Markvoort was one of the fortunate recipients of a double lung transplant. The 23-year old has a passion for theatre and children and has battled cystic fibrosis since birth. She is still recovering in hospital under the care of Dr. Yee, but her parents, Janet Brine and Bill Markvoort, are grateful that she has had this second chance at life.

"Over the past few years we've watched as doors have closed for Eva. Her illness became so severe she couldn't pursue her love of theatre, and she had to stop going to school and work. Now, thanks to this procedure, those doors will re-open for her," said Ms. Brine.
"It's important at this time to recognize the tremendous life-saving gifts the donors have given,” said Dr. Robert Levy, Head of Medicine, BC Transplant Society. "The success of these transplants required extraordinary logistical coordination and cooperation between the transplant and donor procurement hospitals and BC Transplant." 
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The BC Transplant Society directs, delivers or contracts for all organ transplant services across BC. Over the past four decades, more than 4,000 British Columbians have received a life-saving organ transplant. The BC Transplant Society is an agency of the Provincial Health Services Authority.
VCH is responsible for the delivery of $2 billion in community, hospital and residential care to over one million people in communities from Richmond through Vancouver, the North Shore, Sunshine Coast, Sea to Sky corridor, Powell River, Bella Bella and Bella Coola. 

- 30 -

For media enquiries, please contact: 

Laurie Dawkins
Regional Director, Public Affairs

Vancouver Coastal Health

PH: 604-319-7532

Ken Donohue

Manager, Communications

BC Transplant Society

PH: 604-877-2240






