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Organ donors recognized at annual medal ceremony
VANCOUVER – The BC Transplant Society recently held its 8th annual Donor Medal Ceremony(an emotional and poignant event to honour deceased organ donors and their families. Each family was presented with a medal inscribed with the name of their loved one; recognizing the enormous gift their loved one has made through organ and tissue donation. Families from across the province attended the afternoon event. 

On hand to share her experience as a donor mother was Pia Henriksson, who lost her son two years ago. “This ceremony can be a time of healing,” she says. “When those, who may have had some doubts, come together and talk freely to other donor families about their experience, it soon becomes clear that the death of their relative or friend had one positive result - somebody else received the gift of life.” 
A donor family member told an organizer ‘My family and I were very pleased to be invited to the ceremony – it was a wonderful afternoon. It gave us the opportunity to talk about the loss of our son with other families who understand what we’re going through. Also, seeing little heart recipient, Jack, happily running around, gave us such a feeling of comfort, and confirmed in our minds that our decision to donate was the right one.”
Each year a commemorative video is produced for the donor families. This video profiles the lives of two organ recipients, sharing the story of the onset of illness, the transplant, and how they have benefited through organ donation. But while organ donation clearly saves the lives of one or more grateful recipients it also creates an everlasting ripple effect as the lives of the friends and families of organ recipients are forever positively impacted. The video also profiles the thoughts and feelings of one donor family and depicts the positive aspect organ donation played in an otherwise tragic circumstance. 
For more information on the BC Transplant Society, or to register on BC’s Organ Donor Registry, please visit www.transplant.bc.ca or call 604.877.2240.
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The BC Transplant Society, an agency of the Provincial Health Services Authority, was established in 1986 as a comprehensive health care organization responsible for all aspects of organ transplantation in BC. It is the only integrated delivery system for organ transplant services in North America. 
