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Transplant patients to benefit from unique research partnership 
VANCOUVER — Organ transplant recipients and those waiting for a transplant will benefit from a unique and innovative research competition. Hailed as a first in Canada, provincial and national organizations have partnered with the BC Transplant Foundation to fund transplant and organ donation related research. 
“We are very excited about this initiative,” says David Esworthy, Chair of the BC Transplant Foundation. “There has never been this kind of support with as many partners in donation and transplantation. Our patients will benefit from innovative research.”

One example of ground-breaking transplant research was the Living Anonymous Donor Study (LADS), a four-year comprehensive research project that examined the practical and ethical issues of living anonymous donation, whereby someone would donate a kidney to someone they didn’t know. To date, three British Columbians have a better quality of life after receiving a kidney from a living anonymous donor. 
"I'm not wealthy. I'm not a celebrity. I'm not a doctor. But I have a kidney to give," says one living anonymous kidney donor. “If it weren’t for innovation like the LADS project, then I might not have been able to give someone a better quality of life by donating a kidney.”
The BC Transplant Foundation’s role is to transition primary research into organ donation and transplantation for the benefit of British Columbians. The Foundation supports a number of research projects, including, but not limited to those that maximize ethical organ donation, preserve organs for transplant, prevent rejection, and improve patient survival after transplant. 
Partners include the Canadian Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, Heart and Stroke Foundation of B.C. & Yukon, The Kidney Foundation of Canada, Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research, and the British Columbia Transplant Foundation. 
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The BC Transplant Foundation is the only charitable foundation in Canada dedicated solely to funding peer-reviewed organ donation and transplantation research. Created in 1992, the foundation funds numerous projects and researchers in a strategic alliance with the Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research. 

Cystic fibrosis (CF) is a fatal genetic disease that affects primarily the lungs and digestive system. The Canadian Cystic Fibrosis Foundation (CCFF) is a national health charity that funds vital CF research and care. The CCFF helps individuals with CF, principally by funding CF research and by supporting high quality clinical and transplant care. The CCFF also provides educational materials for the CF community and the general public; undertakes advocacy initiatives with, and on behalf of, Canadians with CF to enhance their quality of life; and raises funds to support its programs. 

The Heart and Stroke Foundation, a volunteer-based health charity, leads in eliminating heart disease and stroke and reducing their impact through the advancement of research and its application, the promotion of healthy living, and advocacy.
The Kidney Foundation of Canada (KFOC) is the national volunteer organization committed to reducing the burden of kidney disease through funding and stimulating innovative research, providing education and support to those affected, promoting access to high quality healthcare and, increasing public awareness and commitment to advancing kidney health and organ donation. 
The Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research focuses on creating the environment, the resources and the opportunities for BC to improve health and well-being through excellence in health research. This involves leading key stakeholders – including BC’s academic institutions, teaching hospitals, health authorities, non-profit organizations and government – through joint planning and collaboration for mutual benefit. Since 2001, MSFHR has committed more than $130 million to increase BC’s research capacity through its support of research trainees, researchers, teams, institutions and networks of researchers throughout the province.

Contact:

Ken Donohue


Manager, Communications
BC Transplant Society
Tel: 604-877-2240 (24 hours) 

E Mail: Ken_Donohue@bcts.hnet.bc.ca
�








